
E S C R O W  C O R N E R

An Edinburg man wants to know who built a horse arena 
and a playground on his property. County records show 
the deed history to his property is a mess. He is one of the 
five people that have deeds to the property. The question 
is who is the actual owner and how did it happen? There 
is a simple solution that could have prevented this whole 
mess.
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October 2015 Fun Facts & Events

1. October Birthstone:  Opal and Tourmaline

2. Zodiac Signs:  Libra - 9/23 - 10/23,  Scorpio - 10/24 - 10/21

3. October Flowers of the month:  Calendula

4. National Breast Cancer Awareness Month

5. National Popcorn Popping Month

6. October 12 is Columbus Day, a Federal Holiday

7. October 12 is Canadian Thanksgiving Day 

8. October 16 is Boss’s Day - remember your Boss on this day!

9.  October 21 is National Pumpkin Cheesecake Day

10. October 24 is United Nation’s Day

11.  The San Francisco earthquake occurred on October 17, 1989.

 It registered 7.1 on the Richter scale

12. October 31 is Halloween Day

The TRid Guide

CFPB is here and it’s official! All of us at Chicago Title 
are here to help you and your clients find answers you 
can trust that will smooth your transactions, as well as 
help you comply with the new regulations.

The TRID Guide is a collection of all the materials we 
have made specifically for the TRID rule in the past few 
months. The purpose of this guide is to provide an easy-
to-use summary of the TRID rule. It also highlights the 
importance of title insurance policy and provide some 
30 common title problems that most consumers should 
learn about. Contact your Sales Executive for a printed 
copy (not available in all areas) or click here to download 
the electronic version or go to www.chicagotitlelibrary.com.

Flip read & share!,

http://online.flipbuilder.com/ynmz/jnti/#p=12
http://online.flipbuilder.com/ynmz/jnti/#p=12
http://online.flipbuilder.com/ynmz/jnti/#p=12


Seven years ago, a five acre lot had nothing more than a 
palm tree growing on it. A playground, horse arena, and 
a giant fence occupy Guadalupe Hernandez’s property.

Hernandez said, “I came and told the guy, ‘What are 
you doing here? As far as I am concerned, this is my 
property.’”

Hidalgo County deed records show Hernandez took 
ownership of the land back in 2008. A horse and donkey 
seemed to be the tenants.

Hernandez said, “Somebody is doing something here, 
and then I found out what going on.”

Hernandez called the county. It turns out he is not the 
only owner. “It was sold on December 2011, then March 
2012,” he said.

Hernandez bought the property from a man named 
Manuel Ruiz. “I don’t know where he is. He used to live 
in Pharr,” he said.

Records show Ruiz sold the property twice, and then 
those buyers resold the property. A total of five people 
acquired deeds to the land.

Hernandez said, “That’s when I went to talk to the 
lawyer. He said he didn’t want to talk to me.” Attorney 
Raul Mora wrote up most of the paperwork for the 
warranty deeds. He would not talk on camera but 
said he charges about $250 to $350 for the write-up. 
Everything he is doing is completely legal.

The attorney said he is not responsible for the mess. 
All he did was write up the paperwork for the warranty 
deed. Mora said this all could have been avoided if 
Hernandez filed for something called title insurance. 
He did not get the insurance.

Licensed escrow officer Melissa Mikulik said, “Title 
insurance is an insurance policy. What it does is insures 
risk.”

Mikulik said title insurance probably would have 
prevented this mess. When you have insurance, the 
escrow company pulls the full property history and 
confirms the buyer is the legal owner of the land.

“Mickey Mouse and Donald Duck can walk in and file 
a document with the courthouse if they want to,” she 
said. Anyone can file a deed with the County Clerk’s 
Office. The county clerk’s job is to file transactions. It 
is up to the buyer to make sure the transaction is legal. 
“This guy would need to get a lawyer,” said Mikulik.

Unfortunately, insurance cannot be purchased after 
the fact.

“I won’t buy any property until I do a title search and 
all that,” said Hernandez.

Records do show that Hernandez is one of the first 
people to buy the five-acre lot, but there is some 
pending litigation on the property. He will still have to 
go to court and present the legal documents.

Hernandez acquired the property for $15,000. Title 
insurance would have cost around $274 only. 

Click here to watch this story on video provided by 
Channel 5 News.

The above story is one of many horrific stories of title 
defect and is the reason why you need Title Insurance.

Source: www.alta.org

Title Insurance is the best 
investment you can ever 
make for your family and 
loved ones.

The purchase of a home is most likely one of the most 
expensive and important purchases you will ever 
make. You, and your mortgage lender, want to make 
sure that the property is indeed yours —lock, stock 
and barrel —and that no individual or government 
entity has any right, lien, claim to your property.

Chicago Title provide services to buyers, sellers, real 
estate developers, builders, mortgage lenders and 
others who have an interest in a real estate transfer. 
We routinely issue two types of policies -- “Owner’s,” 
which cover you, the homebuyer; and “Lender’s,” 
which covers the bank, savings and loan or other 
lending institution over the life of the loan. Both are 
issued at the time of purchase for a modest, one-time 
premium.

With thorough examination of records, any title 
problems usually can be found and cleared up 
prior to your purchase of the property. Once a 
title policy is issued, if for some reason any claim 
which is covered under your title policy is ever 
filed against your property, Chicago Title will pay 
the legal fee involved in defense of your rights, as 
well as any covered loss arising from a valid claim. 
That protection, which is in effect as long as you or 
your heirs own the property, is yours for a one-time 
premium paid at the time of purchase. 

Buying a home is a big step emotionally and financially. 
With title insurance you are assured that any valid 
claim against your property will be borne by the 
title company. Isn’t sleeping well at night, knowing 
your home is yours. Never buy a home without your 
Homeowner’s Title Insurance Policy issued by Chicago 
Title.

http://www.krgv.com/news/local-news/Man-Discovers-Property-Has-Multiple-Owners/32390582

