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E S C R O W  C O R N E R

The transaction involved a beneficiary to a deed of trust who 
would not cooperate, third parties who kept trying to influence the 
escrow officer to close the deal without proper instructions and a 
seller who went MIA. As usual, our escrow officer never wavered 
from sound, basic escrow practice – protecting the Company, the 
Real Estate Agent and preventing a potential claim.
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October Fun Facts & Events
1. October Birthstone:  Opal and Tourmaline
2. Zodiac Signs:  Libra - 9/23 - 10/23,  Scorpio - 10/24 - 10/21
3. October Flowers of the month:  Calendula
4. October is Breast Cancer Awareness Month
5. October is National Popcorn Popping Month
6. October 14 is Columbus Day, a Federal Holiday
7. October 14 is Canadian Thanksgiving Day
8. October 16 is Boss’s Day - remember your Boss on this day!
9. October 24 is United Nation’s Day
10. The San Francisco earthquake occurred on October 17, 1989.

It registered 7.1 on the Richter scale
11. October 31 is Halloween Day
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Featured Website

Valuable Information at your finger tips.
Welcome to my website at        

My website has been specially designed to give you access 
to cutting edge information on the title and real estate 

industry. It contains Quick links to Property Profiles, Transfer 
Tax Information, City & County Resources, Title & Escrow 

Marketing Collateral, Videos, Legal Forms, Order Placement, 
Instant Fee Quotes, Consumer Information and Resources, and 
links to many School Districts are just a few to be named. The 

website is available in both desktop view as well as mobile 
view, in other words it automatically grabs key information 

and turns them into straightforward, one-touch icons on your 
Smartphones. Looking up information is just a click away!
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Happy Halloween!Happy Halloween!
By



RaeAnn Fay, an escrow officer in Fresno, Calif. with one of our sister 
company, opened a sale transaction. The sales price was $214,500. 
The seller held title as a single man and the title report revealed only 
one lien against the property. The beneficiary listed on the lien was 
an individual.

RaeAnn obtained the beneficiary’s contact information from the 
seller and called him several times. When he finally responded he 
directed her to work with his protégé, Paul. RaeAnn explained what 
she needed in order to pay the loan off at closing; the payoff demand, 
original note, deed of trust and request for reconveyance. Upon 
receipt of the documents RaeAnn noticed a 50% interest in the note 
was assigned to a self–directed IRA – for benefit of Paul’s wife!

RaeAnn informed Paul she needed to speak with the custodian or 
trustee of the IRA. The custodian was very confused and unsure what 
to do, but did require an assignment to the deed of trust be signed 
by the original beneficiary and recorded. The escrow officer, buyer, 
new lender and seller all waited until this was done and an updated 
prelim could be issued. After several weeks RaeAnn finally obtained 
all the documentation she needed to pay off the loan. The whole 
time she received pressure from the seller to close.

The seller was planning on leaving town so he made an appointment 
to come in and sign his closing documents early. At the signing, he 
and his real estate agent talked about how they were both leaving 
town. The seller was leaving for Las Vegas and the agent was heading 
to China.

Something they said in their conversation made RaeAnn question 
the seller’s marital status. She asked him if he was married and he 
said no, but not with confidence. RaeAnn was suspicious, but he 
signed an affidavit confirming his marital status so the document 
was accepted.

Three days later the receptionist called RaeAnn to let her know the 
seller’s wife had come by to drop off a power of attorney (POA). The 
POA appointed the seller’s wife as his attorney–in–fact. Huh, his 
wife?

RaeAnn sent the POA to her title officer for review and informed 
him the attorney–in–fact was the seller’s wife and asked him to 
update the title report reflecting her spousal interest. The title officer 
approved the POA and sent an updated title report which included 
two new liens.

The liens were for the benefit of the State Board of Equalization and 
against the seller’s wife. The amounts due were just over $62,000. 
RaeAnn called the seller and left a message stating she needed to 
discuss an inter spousal deed and additional liens which would have 
to be paid.                

Interesting Facts about Halloween
1.   Black and Orange are typically associated with Halloween. Orange          
is a symbol of strength and endurance and, along with Brown and 
Gold, stands for the Harvest and Autumn. Black is typically a symbol 
of death and darkness and acts as a reminder that Halloween once 
was a festival that marked the boundaries between life and death.
2.  More candy is sold on October 28th than any other day of the year.
3.  In Alabama it’s illegal to dress-up as a priest.
4. The Village Halloween parade in New York City is the largest 
Halloween parade in the United States.
5. In Hollywood, there’s a $1,000 fine for using Silly String on 
Halloween.
6.   According to legend, if you see a spider on Halloween, it’s actually 
the spirit of a loved one watching over you.
7.  October 30th is National Candy Corn Day.
8.  It is actually very rare for a full moon to occur on Halloween. 
Although it’s predicted to occur on 10/31/2020.
9.  While pumpkins are typically orange, they can also be green, 
white, read and gray.
10. Ireland is believed to be the birthplace of Halloween.
11. The word “witch” comes from the Old English “wicce”, meaning 
“wise woman”. In fact, wiccan were highly respected people at one 
time. According to popular belief, witches held one of their two main 
meetings, or sabbats, on Halloween night.
12. In the UK white cats are thought to bring bad luck, not black cats.
13. The first known mention of trick-or-treating in print in North 
America occurred in 1927 in Blackie, Alberta, Canada.
14. Thousands of people suffer from Samhainophobia, which is an 
irrational fear of Halloween.
15. Barmbrack used to be a traditional food eaten on Halloween.
16. Many shelters don’t allow black cats to be adopted around 
Halloween for fear that they may be tortured or sacrificed.
17. The world’s largest pumpkin weighed in at 1,872 pounds.
18. Halloween is the second highest grossing commercial holiday 
after Christmas.
19. Americans purchase over 20 million pounds of Candy Corn each 
year.
20. The number one candy of choice is Snickers, followed by Reese’s, 
Kit-Kat’s and M&M’s.
21. The first Jack-O’-Lanterns were actually made from turnips.
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